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$64,867 Bequest Left for UUSF

ill Austin, UUSF member and active Humanist, 
passed away Jan. 8, 2025 at the age of 88 

and left a generous gift of $64,867 to the PEF.
B
Bill received his PhD from Yale and taught 
philosophy at Rice and later at the University of 
Houston.  After he retired he moved to Santa Fe 
and joined UUSF in 2008.  He was known for his 
thoughtful and brilliant mind and we are very 
grateful for his exceptional gift.

A service for Bill will be held at the church.

Thank you Bill, your gift will help insure the future of UUSF! You are missed.

THE UUSF Permanent Endowment Fund
HITS $500,000!

 milestone has been reached in the history of our congregation’s 
investment portfolio! We just exceeded $500,000. (The Permanent 

Endowment Fund (PEF) is similar to your IRA or 401-K). The  PEF grows 
because of gains in the stock market and as a result of bequests to the 
fund in members’ wills or trusts.  Last year 2 bequests totaling over 
$46,400 were realized.  We are thankful to Ken Mayers and June Jameson 
for their gifts and we miss them.

A

You Asked:
Who manages the money in the Permanent Endowment Fund?

he Permanent Endowment fund is invested thru the UU 
Association who hires outside managers to invest the funds, along 

with a pool of other funds from UU congregations nationwide, in 
opportunities that align with UU priorities.

T
Our committee monitors our investment and attends (by Zoom) 
quarterly meetings where we learn about the returns on investment. 

Want to sit in? Let someone on the PEC know and we will invite you to 
the next meeting.



Does the PEC distribute money to the Board of Directors 
for Church projects and needs?

es. Once each year the Committee is allowed to distribute to the Board of 
Directors up to 8% of the total in the PEF. Y

Distributions are allocated to the church in the following percentages:

Justice Committee 25%

Facilities 35%

Unrestricted 40%

Because the PEC is conservative with our investments, distributions average about 
5%.  The PEC distributed $21,650 to the congregation this year.

Why write a will?
riting a will gives you a sense of control over your legacy and ensures 
your estate is handled according to your values.W
• You control how your assets are distributed.

• You, as opposed to the State of New Mexico, get to 
decide who inherits your property, sentimental items etc.

• You can choose a guardian for your minor children. You 
can appoint a caregiver for your pets.

• You minimize stress and potential disputes among 
family members.

• You may have estranged or distant relatives whom you do not wish to 
inherit your estate.

• You expedite the legal process after your passing.

• The probate process can be lengthy and expensive, especially if one dies 
intestate.

• You can provide for unmarried partners or friends who would not inherit 
otherwise under New Mexico law if you die without a will.

• You may leave charitable gifts to your church, favorite charities or causes.

Ultimately, creating a will provides peace of mind, both for you and your family.



HOW CAN I CONTRIBUTE TO THE PERMANENT ENDOWMENT FUND?

ou can set up a donation to the PEF in your will  or  estate 
documents.  Often people name UUSF as a beneficiary of an 

IRA or  other  investment  fund.  You can  also  leave  us  personal 
property, real estate, life insurance proceeds or other funds.  Talk to 
your financial advisor for advice about tax savings to you by making 
this charitable bequest to UUSF.
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Perhaps you have already set up a bequest to us in your will/Trust. 
If so, please let us know!  When the time comes, we can help your 
executor with the transfer.   Talk to Connie Deschamps or Holly 

Kinley. The PEC is also happy to accept donations any time as an honorarium or 
memorial for birthdays, anniversaries, etc.  Donate by check or credit card. Talk to Aaron 
in the office for help.  The PEC will send a personal note to the individual you are 
honoring.

INVESTMENTS TO UUSF INSURE OUR FUTURE!!

MEMBERS OF THE PEC:  Holly Kinley, Thom Maciula, Fish Greenfield, Gerald Hendrickson, 
Connie Deschamps (Chair)


